
[An edited transcrip.on from Horsington WI records, currently held by 
Horncastle WI] 

Social Ac.vi.es in our Village [Horsington 1965] 

The main male ac+vity in Horsington Village is the Y.M.C.A. club. The club is 
open each evening and has 17 members, the majority of whom live in the 
village. There are two buildings which make up the Club premises, one being 
built of wood, size approximately 18H by 40H, which has been in the Village 
since 1919. This building was redecorated inside by members during the 
summer of 1965. The other building was built out of prefab sec+ons, size 24H 
by 30H by the club members three years ago. The members also did the 
decora+ng themselves.  

 

   Horsington 

  Y.M.C.A. Halls 1965 

The wooden hall is used by the Y.M.C.A. for a social evening once a fortnight. It 
is also hired by villagers for par+es, wedding recep+ons etc. and by the 
Women’s Ins+tute for their monthly mee+ngs.  



The other hall is the members’ snooker room, there are two snooker tables, 
both full size. During the winter months matches are played on average once 
per week, in the Horsington Snooker League which was formed by the 
members of Horsington Club and various other clubs from local villages in the 
winter of 1964-1965.  

 

Derby match. Above: Red Triangle team: R Brooks; K Hawkins; D Dixon; J 
Holmes and C Hill. Below: Y.M.C.A. team: Rev. H Reid; G Roberts; R Hill; B Sco^. 

Top scorers: R Brooks with 82 and Rev. H Reid with 91 



 

In March 1965 some members visited No`ngham Y.M.C.A. to play in a snooker 
knockout tournament with teams of Y.M.C.A. members from the East Midlands 
Area. Horsington Team were runners up in the tournament.  

A fishing match was organized by the Y.M.C.A. members in July 1965, assisted 
by their wives and W.I. members, for other Y.M.C.A. clubs in the East Midlands 
Area, This match was held at S+xwould. AHer the match finished the majority 
of the Y.M.C.A. clubs returned to the Y.M.C.A. Hall for tea prepared by the lady 
helpers. Alderman Smithson and his wife of Woodhall Spa were present for the 
meal., aHerwards presen+ng the trophies to the winning team and individual 
champions. The winning team being one of two teams entered by Horsington 
Y.M.C.A. The team was made up of: H. Sco^, J. Bryant, C. Hill, R Williamson, T 
Bryan, R. Hill. 



 

The lady helpers aHer the Match 



 

LeH to right: 

Sara Williamson, Mrs P Williamson; Miss S Williamson; Mrs W Dales;  

Mrs T Bryan; Mrs S Hawkins; Miss R Hoyes; Mrs H Sco^; Mrs R Brooks. 

Seated: Mrs R Hill; Mrs D Creasey; Mrs Holmes. 

The public house called The Elder Tree is situated on the main road. During the 
year there have been two publicans, the present one having taken over in 
September. For the local people the publican formed a darts team, which is 



entered into the Horncastle and district Darts League. This team usually has a 
match once per week from about November of one year to March of the next 
year. Dominoes are also played by the locals in the public house. Occasionally 
on Saturday evenings there is a singsong around the piano.  

For the younger members of the community, to about 15 years of age, a youth 
club organized by a local schoolteacher and his wife was held each Friday 
evening during the winter months in the Y.M.C.A. hall. There were twenty 
members whose ac+vi+es included art, play ac+ng, playing table tennis and 
chess and also dancing and listening to records.  

A few teenagers journey to Woodhall Spa and to the Kinema in the Woods, 
which is the nearest cinema to Horsington. One local teenage boy plays drums 
for a local pop group from nearby Bardney. During the summer this group had 
regular bookings at Skegness.  

Church and Chapel Ac.vi.es 1965 

The Church called All Saints is built of red brick and has been standing since 
1860. One service Is held every Sunday either in the morning or the evening, 
being alternate each week, except on the fiHh Sunday when the service is 
combined with the other parishes in our group. The Vicar lives in Thornton and 
has 11 parishes in his charge, some of which are only small. The organist lives 
in the village. The Sunday School has 8 members and is held each Sunday 
aHernoon.  

An ou+ng to Cleethorpes was arranged in August for the children who travelled 
there by coach with Sunday School scholars and friends from S+xwould.  



The Wesleyan Chapel was built in 1887. Local preachers visit Horsington each 
Sunday to hold a service. The Sunday School has 19 members and is held each 
Sunday morning. The anniversary of the Sunday School was in June when the 
scholars sang hymns and recited poems for the congrega+on. In August they 
joined with the Church on the visit to Cleethorpes.  

Two coffee evenings were held by the Chapel members during the year, one in 
April and one in November. These were to raise money for renova+ons fund. 
These renova+ons were started in December 1965 which include a new +le 
floor and new chairs as well as redecora+on. The Chapel is to be reopened in 
March 1966.  



Horsington School 1965 

Horsington was erected in 1860 and it is s+ll being used today as an infant and 
junior school up to the age of 11 years. A new modern block was erected in 
1965 for the infants but up to that +me all the children were taught in the one 
classroom of the old part.  

 



 



 



There is a staff of two, the Headmistress and the other Schoolmistress, neither 
teacher lives in Horsington but travel daily by service bus from Bucknall and 
Bardney. 

There 35 children a^ending the school from the following villages which are in 
a radius of about 2 miles: Horsington 22 pupils, Thimbleby 6 pupils, Poolham 2 
pupils, S+xwould 1 pupil, Edlington 2 pupils and there are 2 children a^ending 
from Horncastle. 

The majority [of [of pupils] that live out of the village travel to school by service 
bus, one or two cycle in good weather. The school starts at 9.30am and ends at 
3.45pm each day. All dinners are brought by car each day from Bucknall School 
canteen for those who require them at Horsington. They are served by a lady 
assistant who lives next door to the school and is also the Caretaker. Another 
local village lady helps as the dinner+me Supervisor for the children aHer their 
lunch. Playing games outside with the children and reading to them inside if 
the weather is unpleasant. Th children’s hobbies at home are: reading, art, 
kni`ng, sewing, stamp and waste paper collec+ng, football, cricket, fishing, 
keeping poultry and looking aHer pets. Pets include: dogs, cats, rabbits, 
goldfish, budgerigars, tortoise, donkey and a parakeet. 


